










Thank You to these Amazing People!

Sam Levitz/Ashley HomeStore   Hope to Dream 
Campaign—With the help of the employees at Sam 
Levitz, they donated a total of 74 beds to children and 
families in need, including a bunk bed for twins and a 
queen-size mattress for an expecting mother who had 
been sleeping on her bedroom floor. We truly appreciate 
this ongoing partnership! They respond quickly and have 
beds delivered within a week of the requests!

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church   The wonderful 
community of St. Alban’s Church came through this 
summer with a large number of backpacks to help kids 
start the new school year feeling prepared and confident! 
We deeply appreciate their wonderful commitment  
to our community!

Packaging Distributors of America   The Packaging 
Distributors of America hosted their 13th annual meeting 
at the Ritz Carlton Dove Mountain. Over 40 of their 
members and suppliers participated in their annual 
charity golf tournament where they raised $12,000 to 
support Casa de los Niños! 

Sims Recycling Solution   The employees of Sims 
Recycling Solutions did an amazing fundraiser by selling 
healthy smoothies and pizza to their staff at lunch time! 
They raised $800 total and purchased hygiene, toys, 
and baby items for families in need! What a fun way to 
bring your employees together while giving back to the 
community! 

Southwest Gas Fuel for Life playground 
at the Kelly Early Education Center
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Staff Spotlight  
Irma Marquez Program Supervisor, Parents as Teachers

I’ve been working with Casa de los Niños since April 2008, 
and working with our population touches my heart. I strive 
to encourage families to enjoy every opportunity with their 
children by increasing their interactions and making them 
into fun, playful learning experiences. I see myself in the 
children we serve and would like every parent to take a 
moment to read, sing, talk, play, guide, and just be there 
for them. I would also like for parents to motivate their 
children to reach their full potential as mine did for me.

I was raised by immigrant parents who had 6 children: 
3 boys and 3 girls. I am the second oldest and the oldest 
daughter. My parents did everything they could so we 
wouldn’t realize we lived in poverty. As for food, we never 
went without. Our childhood was great and our mother 
encouraged us to play outside. We played games like 
baseball, tag, hide and seek, and even with a string and a 
button. Believe it or not, playing with a string a button was 
very relaxing. 

We would go to work with our dad irrigating different crop 
fields. We played in the ditches and followed him around 
as he worked. With our mother we all had chores to do 
such as cleaning the house, yard work and taking care of 
each other. My older brother is only 18 months older than 
me, but he would comb my and my sister’s hair before 
we went to school. We would have the most interesting 
ponytails, but at least our hair was out of our face, and we 
were ready to learn!

Our parents 
instilled the 
importance 
of literacy in 
different ways. I 
remember sitting 
around the table 
listening to the 
adventures of 
Kaliman on 
the radio. Our 
parents took us 
to a bookstore 
in Mexico every 
week for my dad 
to buy his novels 
and, between the 
6 of us, we would agree 
on one comic book to share. My dad always read his 
novels to us in a loud voice. To this day, he continues  
to read his novels out loud even if he is the only one  
in the house. 

My mother completed up to 6th grade, and my father 
completed up to 2nd grade to work with his father, and 
they value education so much. My mother has always 
attended English classes. My parents told us to aim high 
and attend the University of Arizona, and to wait to get 
married until we earned our degrees. And we did that— 
we all obtained a degree before marriage. To understand 
why this is so important, you need to understand in our 
small town most girls ended up pregnant, marrying young 
or dropping out of school while boys ended up working 
in the fields or fast food restaurants. To drive home the 
importance of education to us, my parents decided to take 
us to work in the fields for three summers cleaning cotton. 
It was hard work in HOT weather. Working in the fields was 
not something we saw each other doing for the rest of our 
lives. We earned our college degrees!

My husband and I raised our children to value education 
and hard work. My oldest graduated from the University of 
Arizona and works at the University as a Materials Handler. 
My youngest will be graduating in December and is a 
student worker at the University working for the College of 
Agriculture. I am very proud of who they have become. 

Casa de los Niños is an amazing place to work—it is my 
second home! I am proud to be the program supervisor for 
Parents as Teachers and am grateful for the opportunity to 
grow professionally and personally.

Irma and her family: 
Husband Mario Marquez, and  

sons Angel Marquez and Mario Marquez

Irma’s parents: 
Cirilo & Amalia Morales
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The mission of Casa de los Niños 
 is to promote  

child well-being and  

family stability in our community.

It’s Hot but the Holidays 
are Around the Corner!

Will you help make the holidays a little brighter for the children 

and families we serve by holding a Hope for the Holiday Toy or 

Clothing Drive? You can coordinate a donation drive with your 

family, friends, at work, or you can donate individual NEW toys and 

clothing on your own! For more information on holiday donations, 

please contact Mikaela Ross at mross@casadelosninos.org.

These are just a few of the fine people who made a lot of kids very 

happy with their donation drives last season!

Madison McCoy, a student from 
the University of Arizona, College 
of Education gathered new toys 
and board games with her Student 
Council Board to help support 
families during the holidays.

Starrview at Starr Pass Apartments 
The staff and their neighborhood 
community donated toys for children 
and families in need!

Classic Chevy Club of Tucson 
brought smiles to many young 
faces with their Annual Holiday Toy 
Donation Drive.


